Clicker Questions for Course Evaluation Purposes

The first step is  to think about how clicker questions fit into your overall course evaluation strategy. They are useful for some purposes - such as gaining high response rates - but are less appropriate for gaining a rich understanding of students' perspectives on a topic. Clicker questions lend themselves to collecting quick feedback on a course while it is still running so that changes can be made in time to be of use to the current cohort of students. In this case it's important to choose answer stems which reflect changes which could realistically be made to the course so that progress can be reported back to students. For more ideas about course evaluation see:

http://www.tla.ed.ac.uk/resources/ryt/index.htm
(With thanks to Alan Murray for contributing questions to the list).

Courses only work really well if students participate actively in the learning process. What do you think is the most important thing you could do to contribute more to the course?

a) Spend more time preparing for tutorials.

b) Contribute more to the online discussion board.

c) Let the Course Organiser know about areas of the course which are difficult to understand.

d) Tell my tutor about parts of the feedback on my course work that I did not understand.

Which form of feedback would you most like to have more of on this course?

(this has the advantage of broadening students' notions of feedback)

a) Self-assessment questions with information about why the wrong answers are wrong.

b) Discussion with tutors about my answers to set questions.

c) Discussion with other students about my answers to set questions.

d) Written feedback from tutors on my answers to set questions.

e) Clicker questions in lectures.

The online self-assessment questions provided valuable feedback on my learning.

a) Definitely agree

b) Mostly agree

c) Neither agree nor disagree

d) Mostly disagree

e) Definitely disagree

The criteria used in marking have been clear in advance. 

(from the National Student Survey)

a) Definitely agree

b) Mostly agree

c) Neither agree nor disagree

d) Mostly disagree

e) Definitely disagree

(If there is a lot of diversity in the response to this question that would be a good time to get students to talk among themselves about the criteria and how they have learned about them).

Feedback on my work has  been prompt.

(from the National Student Survey)

a) Definitely agree

b) Mostly agree

c) Neither agree nor disagree

d) Mostly disagree

e) Definitely disagree

I have received detailed comments on my work.

(from the National Student Survey).

a) Definitely agree

b) Mostly agree

c) Neither agree nor disagree

d) Mostly disagree

e) Definitely disagree

Feedback on my work has helped me clarify things I did not understand.

(from the National Student Survey).

a) Definitely agree

b) Mostly agree

c) Neither agree nor disagree

d) Mostly disagree

e) Definitely disagree

How are you finding the pace of this lecture?

a) Too slow.

b) About right.

c) Too fast.

(If there is a lot of diversity in the response to this question that would be a good time to get students to talk among themselves about their note taking strategies and what they plan to do with their notes after the lecture).

This lecture series would be improved by:

a) More use of prepared lecture slides

b) More use of "chalk and talk" 

c) More use of clicker questions
The material in these lectures is:

a) Too theoretical and detached from practical issues.

b) Too reliant on rote learning and "recipes", with insufficient theoretical basis.

c) About right.

To what extent would you agree that the lectures each seemed to have a clear structure?

(from http://www.tla.ed.ac.uk/resources/ryt/index.htm)
a) Definitely agree

b) Mostly agree

c) Neither agree nor disagree

d) Mostly disagree

e) Definitely disagree

To what extent would you agree that the lectures related well to what you already knew?

(from http://www.tla.ed.ac.uk/resources/ryt/index.htm)
a) Definitely agree

b) Mostly agree

c) Neither agree nor disagree

d) Mostly disagree

e) Definitely disagree

The work in the tutorials/laboratories/practical classes/fieldwork* was well coordinated with the main course material.

(from http://www.tla.ed.ac.uk/resources/ryt/index.htm)
a) Definitely agree

b) Mostly agree

c) Neither agree nor disagree

d) Mostly disagree

e) Definitely disagree

The laboratories/practical classes/fieldwork helped me to make links between theory and practice.

(from http://www.tla.ed.ac.uk/resources/ryt/index.htm)
a) Definitely agree

b) Mostly agree

c) Neither agree nor disagree

d) Mostly disagree

e) Definitely disagree

The virtual learning environment for the course provided valuable support for my understanding of course content.

a) Definitely agree

b) Mostly agree

c) Neither agree nor disagree

d) Mostly disagree

e) Definitely disagree

The electronic discussion board for the course was a good source of advice about my studies

a) Definitely agree

b) Mostly agree

c) Neither agree nor disagree

d) Mostly disagree

e) Definitely disagree

If we had to make one improvement to the course which change would you most like to see?

a) Quicker feedback on course work.

b) More informative feedback on course work.

c) Make the lecturers easier to understand.

d) Increase the level of tutor-student interaction in tutorials.

We weren't just given information; staff explained how knowledge is developed in this subject (from www.tla.ed.ac.uk/etl)

a) agree

b) agree somewhat

c) unsure

d) disagree somewhat

e) disagree

The teaching encouraged me to rethink my understanding of some aspects of the subject area. (from www.tla.ed.ac.uk/etl)

a) agree

b) agree somewhat

c) unsure

d) disagree somewhat

e) disagree

Staff helped us to see how you are supposed to think and reach conclusions in this subject. (from www.tla.ed.ac.uk/etl)

a) agree

b) agree somewhat

c) unsure

d) disagree somewhat

e) disagree

You had to really understand the subject to get good marks in this course.

(from www.tla.ed.ac.uk/etl)

a) agree

b) agree somewhat

c) unsure

d) disagree somewhat

e) disagree

Talking with other students helped me to develop my understanding.

(from www.tla.ed.ac.uk/etl)

a) agree

b) agree somewhat

c) unsure

d) disagree somewhat

e) disagree

I could see the relevance of most of what we were taught on this course.

(from www.tla.ed.ac.uk/etl)

a) agree

b) agree somewhat

c) unsure

d) disagree somewhat

e) disagree

The rate at which new material was introduced on this course was:

(adapted from www.tla.ed.ac.uk/etl)

a) too fast

b) about right

c) too slow

In terms of the ideas and problems I had to deal with, this course was:

(from www.tla.ed.ac.uk/etl)

a) very easy

b) fairly easy

c) fairly difficult

d) very difficult

The workload on this course was:
a) much too heavy

b) a bit too heavy

c) about right

d) a bit too light

e) much too light

The amount of responsibility I had to take for my own learning on this course was:

a) not enough, I can be more independent

b) about right

c) too much, I'm not ready to learn so independently

